THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

his apprehension. He had since remained in hiding, but
now considered himself sufficiently safe to continue his
activities. Strong police measures were, on his identity
being established, at once taken in hand to capture him,
but all attempts proved useless on account of the sympathy
with him or the fear of reprisals from him, on the part
of the people of Malia, and also because of the inefficiency
or corruption of the police. Want of co-operation by
the people of Malia, Morvi, Nawanagar, and Dhrangadhra
paralysed all attempts made to capture or crush the
bandits, and as the efforts of the various States acting
independently failed to check their depredations, it was
decided that they should contribute in men and money
to a scheme for raising a body of well-mounted men to
be constantly in readiness to follow the outlaws whenever
their whereabouts should become known. All these
States, with one exception, furnished their quotas without
objection, and the force so raised was placed under
Jamadar Umar of the Junagadh State Police. But the
success hoped for of the plans devised failed to be realized,
and Movar Sandhwani was not only not captured, but
even made several daring raids.

He succeeded in capturing on the road between
Wawania and Malia one of the Malia officials engaged in
the work of hunting him down, and taking him into a
field, cut off his nose and lip, stole his horse and clothes,
and left him to -proceed home as best he could. This
daring episode, which was the outcome of a coarse jest
made by the unlucky official at the expense of the outlaw's
wife, increased his reputation, and gained him a still
larger meed of sympathy. Shortly afterwards he attempted
to set Malia on fire, and shots being fired into the town
at the same time, a party of mounted police hastened to
the spot whence the shots came. The outlaws now fled,
but were tracked as far as the Rann of Kachh, which
they crossed during the dark. Next morning the pursuit
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